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December 15, 1969 


Dear Dick: 

The attached from Al Weinberg, 

Director of Oak Ridge, and my response 
need no elaboration. 

I suggest you have someone brief Al 
on your latest analyses. As you know, Weinberg 
has a facility for making speeches and I don’t 
think the matter raised in his letter should 
be the subject of one of his speeches unless 
he has the facts. 


With warm personal regards. 



Director 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D. C. 
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JOHN ALEX MS CONE 

612 SOUTH FLOWER STREET 
LOS ANGELES 90017 


December 15, 1969 


Dear Al: 

This letter will acknowledge receipt of yours of 
December 10th in which you bring up the very important 
subject of Civil Defense, 

I cannot give you the current intelligence estimates 
on the Soviet Civil Defense program and their current level 
of expenditures to support or expand Civil Defense facilities 
and activities. 1 do know that several years ago when I was 
in the C. I. A. , we made an in depth study of the Soviet 
Civil Defense program and found that the level of Soviet 
effort had been overstated. Several activities and facilities 
which were attributed to Civil Defense (by our own Civil 
Defense protagonists) proved upon analysis to be something 
totally unrelated to Civil Defense. We, therefore, were 
inclined to downgrade the Soviet Civil Defense effort. 

I am passing your letter on to Dick Helms. The 
question you raised is a most important one. I am 
suggesting that Helms have someone in his organization 
communicate directly with you. 

With warm personal regards and best wishes. 

Sincerely, 


Dr. Alvin M. Weinberg 

Oak Ridge National Laboratory 

Post Office Box X 

Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830 

cc: Mr. Richard Helms^ 


Approved For Release 2001/09/10 : CIA-RDP80B01086A000900220013-6 


Approved For Release 2001/09/10 : CIA-RDP80B01086A000900220013-6 


Oak Ridge National Laboratoi 


OPERATED by 


UNION CARBIDE CORPORATION 
nuclear division 


Office of the Director 


POST OFFICE BOX X 

OAK RIDGE, TENNESSEE 37830 

December 10, 1969 


Mr- John A. McCone 
Joshua llendy Corporation 
■l'° DouUi Plover Street 

Angeles, Cali fornia 90017 

Dear John : 

serious matfo^\w b wSoT,™ troubled about an extremely 
you were head of CIA it was youTforesLS La ^ 1 knov tha~ hen ' 2 

tastrophe in the Cuban Missile Crisis t sruaenoe that avoided ca- 

that the Republicans are in offS^i^ar^^ 

tlor o S°£ ~ SeLT^SeVXef “I 6 S'* ^ 

literature is that the Soviet Union +S PreS ? 1 ?? We get from studying this 
than do we. Our estimates suggest that^e 1 ? 11 - far more seri °usly 

around $10 per person per year as comnared + n ° net Union is now spending 

£ a“^r rent K” 

Sis S\fT Pl “ e »» «* aware of 

serious as it appears; and third Si ^ disparity is indeed as 
been called to the attention^ of V “ eXiSt - this ^ 

need not explain to you that a serious as™!!? 01 " 1 ^ 62 ln OUr own coun ' t ry. 
of national security between the United%S^ ln &ny ° f the elements 
upset the present balance. I*m maSnftS • 63 and . the Soviet Uni °n could 
we seem to have of such a discrepancy^ I because of the evidence 

discrepancy, I would feel uncoiortSl^aTl ~ 
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Mr. John A. McCone 


- 2 - 


December 10, 1969 


either to call this discrepancy to the attention of the proper author it i 
or contrariwise to be assured that this apparent asymmetry Is not £e£ ’ 


Best regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


ff 


AMW:pl 


-O-dwtA. 

Alvin M. Weinberg 
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